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On March 19, Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) leader Joaquin Villalobos told
reporters in Managua that over the past 10 years, the military capabilities of the Salvadoran military
and the FMLN have become effectively equal. Consequently, he said, the war cannot be won in
battle, and negotiations are necessary to end it. (See CAU 03/20/91 for coverage of FMLN proposal
to speed up negotiations.) Since the FMLN is fully committed to negotiations, said Villalobos, "the
Salvadoran armed conflict is approaching its final stage." Villalobos said that the FMLN views
the cease-fire as a product of efforts on both sides, and will require international verification. He
explained that the rebel proposal for keeping FMLN combatants in rebel-controlled areas of the
country "allows for the separation of [military] forces, and [facilitates] international verification of
the cease-fire." The FMLN leader said that rebels intend to remain "where we have always been,
including certain areas near the capital" during the cease-fire. Foreign Minister Jose Manuel Pacas
rejected FMLN assertions that 10 years of civil war had resulted in military equality between the
rebels and the army. He asserted that the government's desire to reach a negotiated solution to
the conflict does not imply such equality. Presidency Minister Oscar Santamaria said the FMLN
proposal was "encouraging," and that it would be possible to declare a cease-fire by May 30. Next,
the minister said the FMLN's intent to maintain control over certain areas of national territory is
not "negotiable at present." In Managua, foreign ministers from Spain, Mexico, Venezuela and
Colombia met with FMLN leader and Salvadoran government officials, and with UN Secretary
General Javier Perez de Cuellar. Salvadoran Presidency Minister Santamaria told reporters after
the meeting that "the cease-fire is closer than ever." Spanish Foreign Minster Francisco Fernandez
Ordonez said that Spain would participate in a UN- organized cease-fire verification effort. A
UN spokesperson told Spanish news service EFE that UN Secretary General Perez de Cuellar is
planning a new initiative to facilitate the peace talks. Perez de Cuellar said that the Salvadorans
need the support of the "Secretary General's group of friends," or Spain, Colombia, Mexico and
Venezuela. Next, the UN leader said that the US and Cuba can support his efforts by using their
influence to convince elements of the Salvadoran government and the FMLN, respectively, to
demonstrate greater flexibility. (Basic data from AFP, EFE, ACAN-EFE, Notimex, 03/19/91)
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